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Ψ²Ƙŀǘ ǎƘŀƭƭ ǿŜ ǇƭŀȅΚΩ Big Friend asks Billy. 
ΨL ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ,Ω says Billy. 
Billy and Big Friend are feeling bored. 
They are not allowed to go to school. 
Because Big Friend ŎŀƴΩǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƻŦ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ŜƭǎŜ ǘƻ ŘƻΣ 
he Ǉǳƭƭǎ .ƛƭƭȅΩǎ ŜŀǊ. 
Ψ5ooooƴΩǘΗΩ .ƛƭƭȅ ŎǊƛŜǎ, 
and he tickles ǘƘŜ ōƻǘǘƻƳ ƻŦ .ƛƎ CǊƛŜƴŘΩǎ foot.  
Big Friend laughs. 
 
 



 

 

 
 

  

Ψ{Ƙŀƭƭ ǿŜ Ǝƻ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǿƛƳƳƛƴƎ ǇƻƻƭΚΩ .ƛƭƭȅ asks. 
Ψ²Ŝ ŎŀƴΩǘΣΩ Big Friend ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴǎΥ ΨǘƘŜ ǎǿƛƳƳƛƴƎ Ǉƻƻƭ ƛǎ ŎƭƻǎŜŘΦΩ 
ΨWhat about ǘƘŜ Ȋƻƻ ǘƘŜƴΚΩ .ƛƭƭȅ says. 
ΨbƻΣΩ Big Friend replies, sounding a bit sad: 
Ψ¢ƘŜ Ȋƻƻ ƛǎ ŎƭƻǎŜŘ ǘƻƻΦΩ 
ΨHow ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŘƻƻǊ ǇƭŀȅƎǊƻǳƴŘΚΩ 
ΨbƻΣ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŎƭƻǎŜŘΣΩ Big Friend sighs. 
ΨL ƪƴƻǿ. WŜΩll go visit ƎǊŀƴŘŀŘ ŀƴŘ ƎǊŀƴŘƳŀΗΩ 
Billy jumps up. 
Big Friend lowers his head, disappointed: 
Ψ²Ŝ ŎŀƴΩǘ Ǝƻ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŜƛǘƘŜǊΗΩ 
Ψ.ǳǘ ƎǊŀƴŘŀŘ ŀƴŘ ƎǊŀƴŘƳŀΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜ ƛǎ ƴŜǾŜǊ ŎƭƻǎŜŘΗΩ 
Billy says. 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Big Friend thinks about his next words. 

Ψ[Ŝǘ ƳŜ try to explain,Ω he says to Billy. 

Billy looks at his friend, curious. 

He wants to understand whatΩs going on. 

Why canΩt he go to the swimming pool? 

Or to the zoo? 

Or the indoor playground? 

And ǿƘȅ ŎŀƴΩǘ ƘŜ Ǿƛǎƛǘ grandad and grandma? 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ψ²ŜƭƭΣ ƛǘΩǎ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘƛǎΣΩ Big Friend says. 
Ψ{ƻƳŜ ǘƛƳŜ ŀƎƻ something NEW suddenly came into ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΦΩ 
Ψ{ƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƴŜǿΚΩ .ƛƭƭȅ ŀǎƪǎΦ 
He likes new things: new clothes, a new bike, a new ball. 
Ψ.ǳǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƴŜǿΣΩ Big Friend goes on, 
Ψƛǎ ƴƻǘ Ŧǳƴ ŀǘ ŀƭƭΦ LǘΩǎ ŀn illnessΦΩ 
Ψ¦ƎƘΧ ŀn illnessΚΩ .ƛƭƭȅ ǊŜǇƭƛŜǎΤ ƘŜΩǎ getting a bit scared now. 
.ƛƭƭȅ ŘƻŜǎ ƭƛƪŜ ƴŜǿ ǘƘƛƴƎǎΣ ōǳǘ ƘŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƭƛƪŜ being ill. 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ΨWhat sort of illness ƛǎ ǘƘƛǎΚΩ .ƛƭƭȅ ŀǎƪǎΦ 
ΨLǘ Ŏŀƴ ƎƛǾŜ ȅƻǳ ŀ ŦŜǾŜǊΣΩ Big Friend says, knowingly. 
ΨLǘ ƳŀƪŜǎ ȅƻǳ ŎƻǳƎƘΦ 
And if you get very sickΣ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ ōǊŜŀǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǇŜǊƭȅΦΩ 
Ψ{ƻ ƛǘΩǎ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ ŦƭǳΚΩ .ƛƭƭȅ asks. 
Big Friend looks serious: ΨJust ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ ŦƭǳΣΩ 
hŜ ǎŀȅǎΣ Ψōǳǘ ǿƻǊǎŜΦΩ 
ΨAnd this new illness Ƙŀǎ ŀ ƴŀƳŜΥ ŎƻǊƻƴŀΦΩ 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bƛƭƭȅ ǘƘƛƴƪǎ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ƴƛŎŜ ƴŀƳŜΦ Ψ/ƻǊƻƴŀΣΩ ƘŜ ǎŀȅǎ out loud. 
But he understands corona is not nice. 
Now that Big Friend has told him about this new sickness, 
Billy wants to know all about it. 
ΨSo ǿƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ǘƘƛǎ ƴŜǿ ŎƻǊƻƴŀΚΩ ƘŜ ŀǎƪǎΦ 
ΨIŀƴƎ ƻƴΣΩ Big Friend says, and he goes to the kitchen. 
He comes back with two big biscuits, and he gives one to Billy. 
The friends both take a big bite. 
Crumbs fall to the floor. 
Big Friend picks up one crumb and puts it on his hand. 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ψ[ƻƻƪΣΩ says Big FriendΣ ΨŎƻǊƻƴŀ ƛǎ ŜǾŜǊ ǎƻ ǎƳŀƭƭΣ 
even smaller than this crumb. 
Corona is sooo ǎƳŀƭƭΣ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ even ǎŜŜ ƛǘΦΩ 
ΨLǎ ŎƻǊƻƴŀ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜƴΚΩ .ƛƭƭȅ ŀǎƪǎ ƛƴ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎŜΦ 
ΨhŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΣΩ Big Friend says: 
ΨǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ƭƻǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǎŜŜΦΩ 
ΨYou mean lƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƴŘΚΩ .ƛƭƭȅ ŀǎƪǎ ŎŀǊŜŦǳƭƭȅΦ 
Big Friend thinks this is a very clever example. 
Ψ!ƴŘ ƭƛƪŜ ȅƻǳǊ ǎƘƛǊǘ ǿƘŜƴ ƛǘΩǎ ǳƴŘŜǊ ȅƻǳǊ ƧǳƳǇŜǊΣΩ 
Big Friend laughs. 
ΨhǊ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ ǎǳƴ ǿƘŜƴ ƛǘΩǎ ƘƛŘŘŜƴ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ŀ ŎƭƻǳŘΗΩ .ƛƭƭȅ ŎǊƛŜǎΦ 
 
 


